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Summary judgment is a procedural device for the prompt resolution of a controversy on the merits without a trial if there are 


no genuine issues of material fact or inferences that can reasonably be drawn from undisputed facts or if the only issues to be 


resolved are questions of law.' The primary purpose of summary judgment procedure is to determine whether there are any 


triable issues of fact requiring a formal trial on the merits~ rather than to decide factual disputes.” Summary judgment also 


promotes the search for undisputed material facts that can be applied in the judicial decision-making process.” The purpose of 


summary judgment is to eliminate trial in cases in which it is unnecessary and would only cause delay and expense.” Summary 


judgment is also a useful device for unmasking frivolous claims and putting a swift end to meritless litigation® or, as it has 


been said, for weeding out unfounded claims’ because it allows the court to move beyond the allegations in the pleadings and 


analyze the evidence to ascertain whether there is a need for a trial.® However, it is not the purpose of summary judgment rule 


to cut litigants off from their right of trial if they have issues to try.” 


A State is subject to summary judgment rules if it has consented to suit. 0 
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CUMULATIVE SUPPLEMENT 


Cases: 


Although, at the summary judgment stage, facts must be viewed in the light most favorable to the nonmoving party, that is 
true only if there is a genuine dispute as to those facts. Intel Corporation Investment Policy Committee v. Sulyma, 140 S. Ct. 
768 (2020). 


The principal purpose of the summary-judgment procedure 1s to isolate and dispose of factually unsupported claims or defenses. 
Fed. R. Civ. P. 56. Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC v. SFR Investments Pool 1, LLC, 377 F. Supp. 3d 1187 (D. Nev. 2019). 


[END OF SUPPLEMENT] 
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As to whether states are subject to procedural rules, generally, see Am. Jur. 2d, States, Territories, and 
Dependencies § 86. 
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